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schools, based as it is upon the after-demands of univer-
sities, is as foolish as it can well be, and that I learned all
that was of real value in spite of, rather than thanks to,
the excellent school to which I was sent.

' To fool away one's best hours and powers in pretend-
ing to learn something- of languages no longer spoken even
among scholarly men, and to aim at passing examinations
that make demands rather on the memory than on any
other faculty, is the one pathway into which I fear to this
day English lads who go beyond the elementary schools
are led. What insanity it all is, as contrasted^ with the
systems I find adopted on the Continent, and which, what-
ever their defects, produce lads capable of the most rapid
practical use of several European languages, or of striking
into any course of technical or scientific learning that will
fit them for whatsoever calling they may be destined.

' I cannot doubt that it was God Himself who guided
me so as to fit me best with what He had planned. To this
day I am content to know nothing of the names of those
wonderful rivers " on M which the geography informs us
that most of the country towns are found (on maps, I sup-
pose), provided I know what railways will get me to^them
from any other point. And I am content for any child to
surpass me in accuracy as to the dates when some useless
king began and ended his reign, if I can only feel sure I
know who have and have not done much for England and
why they helped or hindered it.'

Pronounced as his theories might be, the Com-
missioner was unable to get them carried out. In his
prolonged absences the children came naturally under
the care and influence of relations on their mother's
side, and when the Railtons finally settled at Margate,
the boys attended a school in which they received an
education wholly different from that which their father
would have chosen for them. This being the case,
Railton had sympathy with his children's progress at
school only in so far as this was likely to be of use
later.

'We had,' says David, 'a sort of Bible-reading
gathering at school, and he was keen on that. Also
we used to have a debating society in order to